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Our knowledge of Medieval Germanic legal institutions is very often derived from the study of both Latin and 
vernacular legal texts. In addition to this, however, laws and rules, legal concepts and legal terminology are 
largely represented in literary texts, as well. These very texts constitute, therefore, an indirect source for legal 
history. Furthermore, their being written in vernacular makes them interesting for the analysis of their 
vernacular terminology to indicate specific legal concepts. In analyzing the interrelationship between law and 
medieval literature, scholars, in offering new readings, will contribute not only to a better understanding of 
particular literary texts, but also, more in general, to an enriched comprehension of Medieval culture. Finally this 
session will offer an opportunity to stress the growing importance of the written use of vernacular in English, 
German and Scandinavian Medieval society with regards to this field. 
 
Papers proposed for this session should highlight the various functions of laws, rules and legal concepts in 
Medieval literature and /or deal with the importance of literary texts as indirect but significant sources for 
studies focused on social and cultural history and/or Medieval legal language and terminology. 
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